Members of the family Filoviridae produce variously shaped, often filamentous, enveloped virions containing linear nonsegmented, negative-sense RNA genomes of 15-19 kb. Several filoviruses (e.g., Ebola virus) are pathogenic for humans and are highly virulent. Several filoviruses infect bats (e.g., Marburg virus), whereas the hosts of most other filoviruses are unknown. This is a summary of the International Committee on Taxonomy of Viruses (ICTV) Report on Filoviridae, which is available at www.ictv.global/report/filoviridae.
VIRION
Virions are enveloped and diverse in shape and can appear as branched, toroid, U-or 6-shaped, and long filamentous forms (Table 1 , Fig. 1 ). Virions contain ribonucleoprotein (RNP) complexes composed of genomic RNA and, typically, the structural proteins nucleoprotein (NP), polymerase cofactor (VP35), transcriptional activator (VP30), RNP-associated protein (VP24) and RNA-dependent RNA polymerase (L). The matrix protein (VP40) forms a regular layer beneath the viral envelope. Surface spikes formed by glycoproteins (GP 1, 2 ) are approximately 7 nm in diameter and 
REPLICATION
Virus proteins are translated from mRNAs that are synthesized by successive, polar transcription from RNP complexes containing genomic RNA. Replication occurs in the cytoplasm through the synthesis of RNP complexes containing antigenomes that are templates for genomic RNA production. Replication and transcription enzymes include L and VP35. VP30 serves as a transcription enhancer for ebolaviruses and probably cuevaviruses, but its function in marburgvirus infection is less defined. Virion assembly, including acquisition of the GP 1,2 -containing lipid envelope, occurs by VP40-mediated budding at the plasma membrane [4, 5] .
TAXONOMY
Filoviruses form a family in the haploviricotine order Mononegavirales. Within this order, filoviruses are most closely related to members of the families Paramyxoviridae, Pneumoviridae and Sunviridae. The family Filoviridae includes multiple genera for viruses that differ in geographic and host range and genomic organization.
RESOURCES
Full ICTV Report on the family Filoviridae: www.ictv. global/report/filoviridae.
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